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VCARD’s 2009 Achievements – by VCARD Chairman R. Sans Lassiter  
 

VCARD and our Flagler Chapter FCARD had many accomplishments during 2009 -- as can 
be seen by the list of seminars/forums and projects/committees presented at the conclusion 
of this column.  I encourage everyone to take a few minutes to observe the numerous 
activities of our association during the past year .  
 

These accomplishments validate the goal of our organization to 
provide an effective educational forum in support of the 
development industry.  Now is the time that this support is most 
critically needed – during these uncertain economic times when 
development is being significantly impacted by the newly- 
enacted and proposed laws that affect every aspect of our 
endeavors.  The accolades are appropriately bestowed upon the 
active membership involvement as well as the pro-active 
VCARD staff support of David Castagnacci and Gail Miller. 
 

In addition, our membership drive has been successful in 
bringing on board 21 new member firms in 2009.  This is an 
incredible feat given the budgetary constraints we are all facing. 

~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ 
Some of the key issues we’ll be focusing on in 2010 include: 

�x Amendment 4 – Hometown Democracy 
�x Water issues: supply, quality and nutrient run-off 
�x Future plans of educational institutions in our area 
�x Flagler County’s options for MPO membership 
�x Wetlands management and mitigation 
�x Waterfront development issues 
�x Our communities’ homeless problems 
�x VCARD’s May 14 Golf Tournament 2010!  

~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ 
We appreciate the involvement of our members and our staff in 
2009 and we look forward to the opportunities that the New Year 
will provide. In closing, I’d like to quote two notable individuals 
with unique insights on trying times: 
 

Winston Churchill – “We make a living by what we get, but we 
make a life by what we give.”  I challenge each of us to consider 
this statement as it applies to our personal and business lives. 
 

Mark Twain – “Action speaks louder than words but not nearly 
as often.”    I challenge each of you to get, and stay, involved in    

  addressing the issues affecting our industry.  … cont. on page 2 
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   … VCARD’s 2009 Achievements … Sans Lassiter Column continued from page 1 …  
Again, please take a few moments to read below the numerous activities of VCARD and 
FCARD during the past year.  And I wish everyone the best of a holiday season and a 
healthy, prosperous New Year ahead.  Sans  
 

Seminars and Programs: 
> Sustainable Citizen Engagement in the Development Process (NIMBY presentation by 
Patrick Slevin). 
> Regulatory Disconnects to Waterfront Development 
> Establishing Value in a Declining Real Estate Market (overview of the property 
assessment process). 
> Finding Green in Brownfields (the benefits to brownfields development) 
> Various Perspectives of Florida’s Amendment 4; and An Overview of Senate Bill 360 
 

VCARD / FCARD Committees and Projects: 
> Volusia countywide wetlands standards: Co-Chairs, Shannon Julien (Environmental 
Services) and Ginger Sinn (Greenhorne & O’Mara) 
> Transportation concurrency:  Chair, Chris Walsh (Kimley-Horn & Associates) 
> Volusia County gopher tortoise management plan:  Chair, Shannon Julien 
(Environmental Services) 
> Daytona Beach land development code:  Chair, Chris Challis (Cobb Cole) 
> Deltona unified land development code: Chair, Mark Watts (Cobb Cole) 
> Palm Coast land development code:  Chair, Charlie Faulkner (Faulkner & Associates) 
> Port Orange land development code updates and green initiatives 
> Ormond Beach land code and environmental standards:  Co-Chairs, Ron Nowviskie 
(Root Organization) and Shannon Julien (Environmental Services) 
> Waterfront development issues: Co-chairs, Shailesh Patel (Dredging & Marine 
Consultants) and Rob Merrell (Cobb Cole) 
> Volusia Growth Management Commission: Co-Chairs, Rob Merrell and Mike Woods 
(Cobb Cole) 
> VCARD Membership surveys:  Co-Chairs Joel Ivey (Ivey Planning Group) and Lynn 
McCoy (Harpster Engineering & Surveying) 
> Florida Economic Development Council annual conference: VCARD Participants Sans 
Lassiter (Lassiter Transportation Group); Suzanne Konchan (St. Johns County 
Development Director); and Jim Sellen (MSCW, Inc.) 
> ‘Get-Acquainted’ sessions with Flagler County mayors and Volusia County Council 
members: Co-Chairs Charlie Faulkner (Faulkner & Associates) and Sans Lassiter (Lassiter 
Transportation Group) 

 
~~ ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS ~~ 

Viewed as a national precedent, the federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  is 
forcing Florida environmental regulators to establish specific “numeric” limits to the 
amount of nutrient runoff (nitrogen and phosphorous) from land use activities – 
agriculture, development and public utilities.        

… continued on page 3 …  
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   … Nutrient runoff standards … continued from page 2 …  
… The limits are geared to decrease nutrients flowing into Florida’s waterways, disrupting the 
water quality and causing growth such as algae blooms.  But the initiative is sure to stir much 
debate throughout the next year as many local government and private professionals are 
protesting that EPA’s numbers are not based on scientific evidence; fail to consider nutrient 
runoff from natural causes; and will greatly increase costs for private development as well as 
public utilities, such as stormwater management and sewage treatment facilities. 
… A draft has been released of the “Proposed Methods & Approaches for Developing 
Numeric Nutrient Criteria for Florida’s Inland Waterways.”   (Call VCARD for a copy.)  
EPA officials are scheduled to formally release the proposed numeric limits on January 14, 
2010 – beginning the review and adoption process. 
… The EPA mandate stems from a recent negotiated agreement between EPA and several 
environmental groups that had sued the agency.  The environmental groups charged that 
EPA wasn’t following a 1998 directive to force states to set specific limits on the amount of 
allowable nutrient runoff to waterways.  Florida is the first state that EPA is forcing to set the 
numeric standards and the process could become a model for other states’ programs. 
… Thanks to VCARD Members Cathy Vogel (The Catalina Group), Charlie Faulkner 
(Faulkner & Associates), and Shailesh Patel (Dredging & Marine Consultants) who are 
actively monitoring this process and keeping VCARD informed.  They also will be 
coordinating an upcoming educational program on this topic. 
 
 

During February and March, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) will 
be conducting workshops throughout Florida to gain input on the draft of a new statewide 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT rule and applicant’s handbook.  Input from these sessions 
will be used to revise the document that FDEP staff hopes to put into effect by next summer.   
… Among other things, the draft includes new standards for nutrient loading analysis of 
nitrogen and phosphorous in future projects (see related news item above).  FDEP 
planners also are proposing to include new requirements for ongoing certification and 
inspection of stormwater systems. 
… More information about the rule and statewide workshop dates can be accessed through 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/wetlands/erp/rules/stormwater/index.htm   Thanks to 
Linda Geiger (CPH Engineers) for keeping VCARD updated on this rule adoption process. 

 
~~ TRANSPORTATION ~~ 

 

 

In drafting the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan, officials with the Volusia Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) are seeking input from citizens and development professionals.  
A citizen survey is now posted on the MPOs website: www.volusiacountympo.com  
VCARD members are encouraged to complete the survey – and also forward the link to 
others who would like to be involved.   
… MPO planners are also proposing to host a TRANSPORTATION MAPPING EXERCISE 
called “Make Your Mark In 2035 ,” enabling VCARD and FPZA members to help plot and 
design future roadways and multi-modal networks in Volusia and portions of Flagler County.   
… Please advise VCARD if you would be interested  in participating in such a workshop 
(approximately one hour), and you will be advised of the date when it is confirmed. 
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    … Transportat ion news … continued from page 3 …  
District 5 Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) planners are presenting annual 
updates of FIVE-YEAR WORK PROGRAMS for planned transportation improvements 
throughout Central Florida’s nine counties.  A public hearing on all of the counties’ work 
programs is scheduled for 6 p.m., December 16, in FDOT District 5 offices at 719 S. 
Woodland Boulevard.  A public information meeting on the planned Flagler projects will be 
at 5 p.m., December 21, in Building 3 of the county’s government services complex, 1769 E. 
Moody Blvd., Bunnell.  Other presentations will be made in Brevard, Marion and Orange 
counties.  Dates, times and locations can be accessed through the agency’s web site: 
www.dot.state.fl.us or by calling VCARD. 
 
Guidelines have been approved for moving future projects through Volusia’s new uniform 
TRAFFIC IMPACT ANALYSIS (TIA).  For the past two years, planners with Volusia County 
and the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) have been working on standards for all 
local governments to use in determining the traffic impacts of future developments generating 
1,000 or more (weekday) trips.  The analysis determines the degree of transportation 
improvements (concurrency) that will be needed to facilitate future projects’ traffic needs. 
… A VCARD Committee chaired by Chris Walsh (Kimley-Horn & Associates) has worked 
with MPO and county planners throughout this process, particularly in developing the 
concurrency data management tool (CDMT) that is used to determine the uniform TIA.   

~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ 
Two Volusia County roadways have been designated as “NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAYS” 
by the federal Department of Transportation, joining 131 other roads that are part of the 
“American Byways” collection. 
… The Ormond Loop extends along Beach Street, north of Granada Boulevard, crossing 
through Tomoka State Park and the Intracoastal Waterway to loop south along the 
beachside’s John Anderson Drive and A1A -- back to Granada Boulevard. 
… The Florida Black Bear Scenic Byway extends about 60 miles along SR40 from I-95 in 
Ormond Beach, west to Silver Springs in Ocala. 
… Created in 1991, the National Scenic Byway program helps honor, preserve and enhance 
select US roads -- based on their unique historic, cultural and aesthetic features.  The 
national program has funded about 2,675 projects such as parks, recreation areas and 
educational centers along the routes to help promote and preserve their features. 
… A number of such park projects have been completed or are pending along the 72-mile 
A1A Coastal Byway (designated in 2002), extending through Flagler and St. Johns counties. 
Recently, improvements to a 90-acre ‘river to sea preserve’ were completed near Marineland.  

 
~~ VOLUSIA / FLAGLER REPORT ~~ 

After two years of study and debate, the Volusia Growth Management Commission 
(VGMC) has adopted a package of amendments to the planning agency’s rules and 
procedures for reviewing local governments’ comprehensive plan amendments – to assure 
they are consistent with the growth plans of neighboring jurisdictions.  The package of 
proposed revisions now is being forwarded to the County Council whose members must 
adopt the amendments by a super-majority in order for them to be implemented. 
          … continued on page 5 … 
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… The bulk of changes are geared to better define time frames and procedures for the 
VGMC’s review of comp plan amendments and the submittal of required documents.  
However, throughout the review process, several topics surfaced as primary issues of debate 
– particularly “standing.”  Public protests prompted the VGMC to back off a proposal that 
would have denied citizens the “standing” to challenge a local government’s comp plan 
amendment (limiting such challenges to adjacent local governments).  VGMC members also 
decided against another planned amendment that would have shifted the burden of proof 
for a comp plan’s consistency from the jurisdiction requesting a comp plan change to the 
jurisdiction (or entity) that is challenging the proposed amendment. 
… VGMC’s 21 appointed members represent all Volusia local governments and the school 
board.  Another contested amendment would have enabled local governments’ elected 
officials to remove or replace their appointed VGMC member “with or without cause.”  This 
provision too was deleted in the final package.  However, the agency is recommending that 
city or county staff members no longer be allowed to serve as VGMC members, although 
such current VGMC members would be “grandfathered in” until their terms expire. 
… History: The VGMC is a unique planning agency, created by voter referendum more 
than 24 years ago to facilitate inter-governmental cooperation in land use planning and 
growth management.  The agency therefore is part of the county’s charter and only can be 
dissolved through another referendum.  Several years ago, voters rejected such an initiative. 

~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ 
East and West Volusia governments are banding together to create two separate WATER 
AGENCIES (east and west) that will monitor water-related issues and coordinate water 
supply / management projects.   
… The agencies are being formed after recent dissolution of the Water Authority of 
Volusia (WAV).  WAV was a consortium of most Volusia local governments, organized about 
six years ago after voters supported creation of a countywide agency to oversee Volusia’s 
water supply and management.  During the past several years some local governments have 
objected to WAV’s structure, financing and operations – as well as divisions between East 
and West Volusia governments over funding issues. 
… East Volusia’s new Regional Water Authority already is embarking on its first major project 
– a drainage study of the entire East Volusia basin, including ways to improve drainage 
through the various canal systems and methods to boost pumping capacities during heavy 
rains.  The study, being jointly funded by East Volusia governments, is geared to prevent 
flooding such as what occurred during last spring’s heavy rains.   
 
    … THE GREEN MOVEMENT … 
PORT ORANGE planners are moving forward with phase II of a ‘Green’ Building / 
Development Initiative that promotes and sets guidelines for installing wind energy 
systems and solar collectors to help power communities and structures.  These provisions 
follow a separate ordinance adopted earlier this year that provides incentives to builders for 
building structures that incorporate environmental and energy-efficient standards approved 
by state and federal green building councils.   
… Throughout the past two years, more local governments have been adopting various 
types of green programs.   … more about green programs on page 6 …  
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    … Local governments’ ‘green’ initiatives … continued from page 5 …  
Most of the local governments’ green programs apply specifically to structures but some, 
such as Port Orange and Palm Coast, also relate to certain types of development.  And most 
of the ordinances also provide various incentives such as reduced building permit and site 
plan fees, fast-track permitting and promotion on the municipality’s web site.  Call VCARD for 
details on any of these cities’ initiatives. 
… Volusia County government also is close to adopting a “voluntary” green building 
program.  As proposed, the county’s program would provide incentives for developers / 
contractors who construct buildings meeting the criteria of state and federal green 
certification agencies.  Some of this program’s provisions stem from a model ordinance 
crafted in 2008 by a team of VCARD members and county government staff, chaired by Past 
VCARD Chair Joel Ivey (Ivey Planning Group).   
 
 

Volusia’s County Council has adopted a policy allowing the concurrent review and 
adoption of small scale land use amendments and their related rezonings – when 
requested by an applicant.  Otherwise, such rezonings could require a subsequent review 
and vote of approval after the land use amendment is approved.  Special thanks to VCARD 
Member Bob Riggio (Riggio law firm) for keeping members abreast of this important topic. 

 

 
Volusia County government environmental planning staff soon will be distributing an updated 
draft of new WETLAND RULES that eventually could impact future developments throughout 
Volusia.  Earlier draft versions mainly addressed future wetland impacts within rural areas, 
particularly the county’s Environmental Corridor Overlay (ECO) district (more than 300,000 
acres in Central Volusia) and the Natural Resources Management Area (NRMA), that 
includes the ECO district and beyond. 
… Aside from setting higher standards for wetland avoidance in ECO and NRMA areas, 
revised wetland buffer rules are proposed for new developments.  And agricultural land 
owners throughout the county would be required to mitigate for altered wetlands that are 
converted to a non-agricultural use within a set number of years.   The new standards may be 
adopted as countywide minimum standards that will make them enforceable within cities 
as well as unincorporated areas.  Or the County Council may make the higher standards 
unchangeable for unincorporated areas that are later annexed into cities. 
… For the past several months, the draft has been under review by legal staff before being 
finalized for distribution to VCARD and other interested groups.  It could be considered by the 
Planning & Land Development Regulation Commission (PLDRC) as early as January. 
 

~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ 
 

ORMOND BEACH officials also are close to adopting revised standards for wetlands 
protection and development in floodplain areas -- after a year-long review by city staff and 
VCARD committee members, led by Shannon Julien (Environmental Services).  The 
wetland changes bring the city’s permitting standards in line with those of the St. Johns River 
Water District and should better facilitate economic development.  They are geared to comply 
with the planned countywide wetland project rules (see above news item).  Call VCARD for 
copies of the county or Ormond Beach drafts and adoption meeting schedules. 
     … Ormond Beach news … continued on page 7 …  
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    … Ormond Beach news … continued from page 6 …  
Ormond Beach planners are soliciting input from development and business representatives 
on a proposed update to the city’s SIGN REGULATIONS.  The process is geared to assist 
local businesses by adding more flexibility to sign requirements and increasing the size, 
dimensions and amount of signage in certain instances.  The proposed changes affect 
standards for monument signs; I-95 interchange signage; and residential, commercial and 
planned development signage.   
 
Oel Wingo has been hired as the new city manager for HOLLY HILL.  Ms. Wingo is leaving 
her current assistant city manager position in Palm Coast.  In Holly Hill, she will be replacing 
Tim Harbuck who retired earlier this year. 
 
DAYTONA BEACH planners are studying alternatives for allocating future boat slips to 
waterfront property owners and developers, based on provisions within the county’s manatee 
protection plan.  To better protect manatees from boat injuries, the county plan sets a limit 
on the number of allowable boat slips for each East Volusia waterfront municipality. 
… The affected municipalities are adopting ordinances for administering their allotted slips; 
and Daytona Beach’s draft version has been drawing the most attention as city planners have 
been working on it for the past two years.  Throughout the process, a VCARD committee has 
been meeting with Daytona Beach staff to provide input on ways to fairly and efficiently 
distribute the 4,182 allowable boat slips to waterfront landowners and future developments.  
… The city’s draft ordinance allows each single-family waterfront parcel the “right” to two 
boat slips; and non-single family residential properties are reserved one slip per 25 feet of 
shoreline, although developers can request additional spaces from the city’s excess pool of 
county-allocated slips.  Allocation of these additional slips must be approved by the City 
Commission, based on certain criteria -- such as the project’s public benefit, potential for 
redevelopment and waterway navigability improvements. 
… With about 1,900 of the slips already existing or “by-right”, the manatee plan allows for 
development of about 2,300 future slips – and 665 of them are reserved for public access.   
… County government’s manatee plan imposes fees for the boat slip permits.  The fees are 
to be used for manatee protection educational and enforcement programs.  As proposed, 
Daytona Beach’s plan includes additional fees for administration and oversight of the 
program: $250 per single-family boat slip and $1,000 per non-single-family residential slip. 
 
Several major land code changes are being debated by Daytona Beach planners: 
�x  More specific policies for the use (or prohibited use) of submerged lands in the 
calculation of residential density and commercial intensity.  Currently, these calculations 
vary with different land use categories.  The city’s land code does not specify density / 
intensity determinations although, in practice, the city includes submerged lands (such as 
wetlands and stormwater ponds) into density calculations. 
�x  Revising the exclusions for use of enclosed parking in calculating floor area ratios 
(FAR).  Such exclusions typically increase building heights while helping to add open space 
and decrease surface parking lots.  They are used by some urbanized cities as incentives for 
redevelopment – such as Daytona Beach’s current guidelines for oceanfront development. 
�x  Tighter restrictions on completion time limits for planned developments.  City staff has 
drafted a proposed time limit schedule that is being reviewed by the Planning Board. 
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Daytona Beach officials are creating a Seabreeze Historic Overlay District, geared to 
protect historic structures and properties within a beachside area between the ocean and 
Halifax River, extending from Auditorium Boulevard to University Boulevard.  The overlay 
district will include a list of designated contributing historic structures and properties, as well 
as design guidelines for future development or redevelopment. 
 

 
SOUTH DAYTONA’s entire Community Redevelopment Area (CRA) will be designated a 
Florida Brownfield Economic Enhancement Area if officials are successful with an initiative 
underway.  The brownfield designation could facilitate grants and permitting for business 
development within the extensive CRA which runs the length of the city between the railroad 
tracks and Halifax River.  VCARD sponsored a forum last summer explaining the financial 
and economic benefits to development within designated brownfields areas.  Materials and 
power point presentations from that forum are available through VCARD. 
 
Pending Port Orange land code amendments will enable the routine two-year extension of 
all projects’ development orders and permits that were set to expire between Sept. 1, 
2008 and Jan. 1, 2012.  The extensions are part of Senate Bill 360 (Florida’s Community 
Renewal Act) passed by the Florida Legislature last spring, requiring these permit extensions 
of all local governments and most state government agencies (excluding FDOT).   
… Note: Some local governments are refusing to honor the bill’s extension requirements, or 
imposing their own restrictions.  Senate Bill 360 is being challenged in court by a pool of 
municipalities.  So forcing compliance with the extension rule is pending that court decision. 
… With the ongoing economic downturn, many developers are not moving forward with 
pending project plans.  SB360 establishes this grace period so these projects can resume 
when the economy improves and thus also help the local governments’ business growth.  
Many local governments already had been granting the extension requests.  However, in 
some cases – including Port Orange – the extensions require approval by planning boards 
and elected bodies.  The amendment enables the extensions to be granted administratively.   

~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ ~ ~ 
Several VCARD members have been participating in a “Smarter Growth” Committee 
coordinated by the Daytona Beach Area Chamber of Commerce – to keep updated on the 
status of Florida’s Amendment 4 Initiative.  Amendment 4 will ask voters to decide next 
November whether all local governments’ future comprehensive land use plan amendments 
should require approval by their respective voters.   
… The Chamber is affiliated with a statewide business-related initiative (Floridians For 
Smarter Growth) that is opposed to Amendment 4 and attempting to educate the public about 
its potential impacts and other growth management alternatives.  VCARD’s Executive 
Council has endorsed a resolution being distributed by Floridians For Smarter Growth.   
… Generally, Amendment 4 is supported by The Sierra Club and some civic groups, but 
opposed by many local governments’ officials, business and development, and some media. 
… In recent months, two Volusia County forums have been conducted on this topic, 
including one co-sponsored by VCARD and another sponsored by the Volusia League of 
Women Voters.  A video of that program is available for $5.00 through the Volusia Council of 
Governments (VCOG).  Contact VCOG Director Mary Swiderski at 386-226-0422, ext. 26.   
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    … Volusia and Flagler local governments … continued from page 8 …  
Congratulations to these Volusia local government officials elected on November 3: 
> Lake Helen Zone 1 City Commission Incumbent Ann Robbins and Zone 3 Commissioner 
Rick Basso 
>  New Smyrna Beach Mayor Adam Barringer; and Zone 1 Commissioner Judy Reiker 
>  Ponce Inlet Incumbent Mayor Tony Goudie; and Council Members Tom Rutledge (Seat 
3) and Tami Lewis (Seat 5) 
 
   … In FLAGLER COUNTY …  
One of Flagler’s most pressing transportation planning issues will be analyzed during an 
FCARD-sponsored forum, tentatively scheduled for late-January.   
… The 2010 census count likely will increase Flagler’s population above 50,000 – giving the 
county “urban” status and the ability to create or join a Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) to work with state officials in planning and funding transportation projects. 
… Flagler officials most likely will join either Jacksonville’s or Volusia County’s metro-
planning agency.  And both agencies’ officials already have approached Flagler’s leaders 
on the potential merger into their jurisdiction.  (Note:  Flagler’s coastal cities of Flagler Beach 
and Beverly Beach already are represented on Volusia’s MPO, having been designated as 
an extension of Volusia’s transportation network from the 2000 census.) 
… FCARD’s January program will examine the numerous issues that Flagler officials must 
address in joining an MPO and merge into a more urbanized transportation planning network.  
Formal announcements of this event – including date and location -- will be distributed soon. 
 
As part of their annual organization, Flagler County Commissioners have elected George 
Hanns to chair the commission during the upcoming year.  Commissioner Bob Abbott has 
been elected vice chair.  An 18-year veteran of the commission, Hanns serves District 5, 
Palm Coast; and Abbott represents District 4.   
 
 

A tour of Palm Coast’s year-old reverse osmosis water treatment plant is being 
coordinated by Linda Geiger (CPH Engineers) in conjunction with the city’s utilities 
personnel.  CPH Engineers designed and engineered the construction and landscaping of 
this facility that recently was rated as having the “Best Tasting Drinking Water in Northeast 
Florida” by the American Water Works Association (AWWA) for Region II, Florida Section, 
and the Florida Water Environment Association.  The plant also boasts the Plant Operations 
Excellence Award from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP). 
… Anyone interested in touring this new facility should contact Linda at 386-445-6569 or 
lgeiger@cphengineers.com.  The two-hour tour likely will be scheduled for a date in January. 
 

 
BUNNELL officials are reviewing land code revisions regarding site plan review and 
performance standards for the Light Industrial Zoning District (L-1).  The site plan 
amendments revise review procedures for major, minor and minimal site plans; and extend 
time frames for the initiation of construction on approved site plans.  Other amendments are 
geared to update development standards in the Light Industrial District.  Bunnell planners 
have solicited input from FCARD members prior to moving forward with these changes.   
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~~ VCARD / FCARD NEWS ~~ 
    … VCARD / FCARD Welcomes New Members …  
 

�”��Hillwood Development Corp., a land development company, P.O. Box 70, Glencoe, MO  
63038    Phone: 214-543-7325    VCARD Representative is Gary Schmitz 
(gary.schmitz@hillwood.com)   Special thanks to Lynn and Sue (Harpster) McCoy 
(Harpster Engineering & Surveying) for recruiting this new member firm. 
�”��J & M Engineering of Melbourne, LLC, engineering and consulting, P.O. Box 950, New 
Smyrna Beach, FL  32170    Phone: 386-214-2270    FAX: 386-663-4648    VCARD 
Representative is Sean Manson (smansonpe@gmail.com)  
�”��Terracon Consultants, Inc., specializing in geotechnical engineering, environmental, 
materials testing and facilities inspection.  Address:  503 W. Central Boulevard, Orlando, FL  
32801    Phone: 407-843-1311    FAX: 407-843-1317    Web site: www.terracon.com   
VCARD Representative is Andrew Schmid (atschmid@terracon.com)  
�”  University of Central Florida, Daytona Beach campus at 1200 W. International 
Speedway Boulevard, Daytona Beach, FL  32120.  VCARD Representative is Karen Jans, 
Assistant Vice President for Community Relations (kjans@mail.ucf.edu)  Phone: 386-506-
4003    FAX: 386-506-4027. 

~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ 
J. Charles Gray, a founding partner of the GrayRobinson Law Firm in Orlando, has been 
selected for the Orlando Business Journal’s 2009 ‘Most Influential Businessmen Legacy 
Award.’  Charles was honored for his contributions to numerous Central Florida civic 
organizations as well as his impact on the region’s community growth.  He is a past chair of 
the University of Central Florida Foundation and Economic Development Commission of Mid-
Florida; and also served as Orange County’s attorney for seven years. 
 
 

Representatives from five VCARD / FCARD firms have been selected as ‘2009 Young 
Business Leaders’ by the Volusia / Flagler Business Report.  Congratulations  to VCARD 
Vice Chair Shannon Julien (Environmental Services); Robert “Bobby” Ball (Zev Cohen & 
Associates); Elan Kaney (Cobb Cole); Michael Sibley (James Moore and Co.); and Scott 
Sowers (S.E. Cline Construction).  DeLand City Manager Michael Pleus also was selected.   
… The professionals, all under age 40, were honored for their civic and professional 
achievements – and recognized as “dynamic rising stars ” in Volusia and Flagler counties. 
 

 
Dredging and Marine Consultants, LLC environmental staff -- Niles Cyzycki (Ecologist) 
and Joseph Faella (Aquatic Biologist) -- has completed Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP) field testing requirements by passing an audit to perform Lake Vegetation 
Index (LVI).  LVI is a rapid field assessment technique created by FDEP and used to evaluate 
the condition of Florida’s lakes and ponds based upon the presence of aquatic plant species.  
DMC offers this service to municipalities that would like to have their local water bodies 
assessed by a state-approved LVI team.   
… DMC (www.dmces.com) is a licensed engineering and environmental firm and certified 
Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) that specializes in waterfront, water body, civil and 
stormwater project management.  Services include design, permitting, bid management, 
grant assistance, construction inspection, compliance monitoring and project certification. 
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    … VCARD / FCARD  Member news … continued from page 10 …  
Mitigation Marketing, LLC is now representing Flagler County’s Lake Swamp Mitigation 
Bank, approximately 1,890 acres within the Halifax River Drainage Basin.   
… Founded in 1997, Mitigation Marketing represents 21 approved and permit-pending 
mitigation banks throughout Florida that include more than 30,000 acres of protected lands.  
Web site: www.mitigationmarketing.com   Phone: 407-481-0677. 
    
Ben Baker, landscape projects construction manager for PBS&J, has passed the certified 
arborist examination administered by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA).  Ben 
has 10 years of experience in the planning and design of state and municipal projects 
including road and streetscape improvements as well as educational campus facilities. 
 
Melrose-Sovereign Cos., an Orlando-based community management firm, is opening a new 
Daytona Beach office in the historic S.H. Kress building, 140 S. Beach Street. 
… Melrose-Sovereign manages properties for more than 150 developers, investors and 
owners throughout Florida.  The Daytona Beach office will be the firm’s eighth. 
 
Greg Blose has officially been appointed as the executive officer of the Volusia Building 
Industry Association (VBIA), formerly known as the Volusia Home Builders Association.  
Greg had been serving as the interim executive officer since the resignation earlier this year 
of Sue Darden.  Greg also serves as the association’s government affairs director. 
 
 

Remember … VCARD’s NEW MEMBER INCENTIVE program enables current VCARD 
member firms to receive a one-time 20 percent discount on their association dues by 
successfully recruiting another development-related firm to join our group.  And … the 
incoming member also receives the same 20 percent discount. 
… Members are encouraged to advise VCARD of the names and contact information for 
prospective new members.   
 

 
 
SAVE THE DATE! …  VCARD’S BIENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT IS MAY 14, 2010 !  … at 
LPGA International, Daytona Beach.   Contact VCARD for  details about reserving a 
sponsorship or four-some … or in joining the team of professionals on VCARD’s Tournament 
Planning Committee. 
 

 
Thank You For Your Support of VCARD!  

�¿ We Wish You All The Best During This Holiday Season  �¿ 
�¿ And Throughout The New Year �¿ 


