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This New Year – by VCARD Chairman R. Sans Lassiter  
 

Well, this New Year is starting off with a bang.  For those of you who were not able to attend, 
we had a very successful initial program on January 22 at the new Palm Coast Hilton Garden 
Inn – the Flagler County MPO (metropolitan planning organization) Forum.   
 

The success of this Flagler event was due to the hard work and volunteerism that is unique to 
our organization.  In fact, part of the success was due to our reputation -- which allowed us to 
attract one of the most knowledgeable discussion panels on the subject matter: “What are 
some of the critical issues that an emerging MPO should consider?” 
 

Comments received to-date have commended the panel makeup 
for being objective, for being current, and for being able to 
research questions on the spot (thanks to Wi-Fi).  Attendees 
especially appreciated that the panel was made up of impartial 
experts directly involved in a large MPO (Harry Barley with 
MetroPlan Orlando); a small, recently-formed MPO (TJ Fish 
with Lake-Sumter MPO); and a statewide MPO expert (Bob 
Romig with RPR Consulting and the former FDOT Director of 
Policy Planning).  Our thanks to these gentlemen for such a 
successful and informative discussion.   
 

The meeting was well-attended by Flagler County elected 
officials and staff as well as elected officials and staff from Palm 
Coast, Bunnell, Flagler Beach and Beverly Beach.  While no 
definite answers will be available until the outcome of the 2010 
census is posted, clearly, that population count, combined with 
on-going Federal legislation affecting population thresholds for 
MPO formation, will have an impact on Flagler County’s 
decision-making.  We appreciate the hospitality of Hilton Garden 
Inn, including their attention to details and the excellent meal 
they served.  And our thanks to Charlie Faulkner, FCARD 
Vice-Chair, for hosting the forum and contributing to its success. 

~ ~ ~    ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ 
What’s next?  On February 19, VCARD/FCARD and the 
Surfcoast Chapter of the Florida Planning & Zoning Association 
(FPZA) will jointly sponsor the “Make Your Mark in 2035 ” 
transportation planning workshop with the Volusia County 
Metropolitan Planning Organization.  The purpose of this 
workshop is to directly involve planning and engineering 
professionals in providing input to future land uses and their 
impact on future transportation needs.  See news item on page 4 
for details and registration information.  … Cont. on page 2…  
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  VCARD’s ‘New Year’ Activities … Sans Lassiter column … continued from page  1 … 
 

Then on February 26, VCARD/FCARD is hosting a forum on “Waterfront Development 
Issues:  A Regulatory Overview .”  Issues to be addressed include the permitting process 
for marina developments.  A strong panel of regulatory professionals will present the 
current procedures and address questions from the audience.  During lunch, Cathy Vogel 
(The Catalina Group) will present an update on new numeric nutrient runoff standards 
being proposed by the federal Environmental Protection Agency for Florida’s inland 
waterways. (See page 4 for details about this program that could have a major impact on 
development, agriculture and local government utilities.)    Ms. Vogel – an expert on water-
related issues – also will update members on Florida’s ‘working waterfront ’ program. 
 

 On March 19, we will host a seminar on “Mitigation and Conservation Banking,” providing 
an overview of this Florida program and the rules that steer it – as well as highlighting several 
of the mitigation banks in Volusia and Flagler counties.  See more details on page 6. 
 

And on May 14, VCARD/FCARD will hold its biennial golf tournament at the LPGA 
International Champions Course in Daytona Beach.  This is a great opportunity for getting 
to know your fellow members and invited guests.  It also is a memorial tribute to two great 
community leaders and VCARD contributors – Tommy Durrance and Steve Sliger. 
 

Planned future events include a presentation by our colleges and universities to provide 
us with their vision for growth in Volusia and Flagler counties.  We hope to attract 
representatives from each of these great institutions to present their plans for new facilities.  
Other upcoming potential forum topics include addressing the needs of the homeless (how 
this segment of our communities can best be served throughout the county); the upcoming 
vote on Amendment 4 – Hometown Democracy; and an update on the county property 
assessment process in line with the state of the current economy. 
 

Once again, we appreciate the support provided by our members and affiliates in 2009 and 
we are looking forward to a productive new year as VCARD/FCARD seeks to keep you 
informed of matters affecting development in Volusia and Flagler Counties.  Sans  
 

~~ GROWTH MANAGEMENT ~~ 
    … REGIONAL VISIONING …  
The East Central Florida Regional Planning Council (ECFRPC) has completed a draft 
update of the agency’s longterm “vision” for promoting sustainable development and 
managing growth patterns within the region’s six counties from Osceola to Volusia. 
… State law requires this STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN to address the topics of 
affordable housing, economic development, emergency preparedness, natural resources of 
regional significance and regional transportation.   Last updated in 1998, the draft policy plan 
is geared to implement principles developed from a regional “visioning” process several years 
ago, known as “How Shall We Grow?” and coordinated by Central Florida’s myregion.org 
planning agency.  The resulting 2050 Regional Vision promotes four key themes (the 4Cs) 
for guiding Central Florida’s future: Conservation, Countryside, Centers and Corridors.  Thus, 
the updated strategic plan is being renamed to ‘Central Florida 2050: Regional Policies for 
a Sustainable Future ’ and will be used as a guide when the RPC reviews development 
projects of regional significance within the Central Florida counties. The updated draft can be 
accessed through www.ecfrpc.org  The draft now will be reviewed by the ECFRPC which is 
chaired by Port Orange Vice Mayor Mary Martin (mmartin@port-orange.org) She welcomes 
interested persons to provide her comments on the draft of this plan. 
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    … VISIONING IN VOLUSIA … 
 

A ‘visioning’ plan is underway for the redevelopment of areas surrounding the Ocean 
(convention) Center and Main Street in Daytona’s beachside.  Known as the Entertainment 
Zone (or E-ZONE), city officials have been discussing development of a new hotel, shops 
and restaurants within the district – as well as another parking garage and improvements to 
the Main Street pier.  They are hiring a team of planning, real estate and financial consultants 
to coordinate a series of public meetings and studies to gauge the feasibility and support for 
the plans – or other possible uses and activities within the area between Ora and Harvey 
streets, and the ocean and Halifax River. 
 
PORT ORANGE officials are seeking citizen input as they embark on an update to the city’s 
‘visioning’ process for managing future growth, natural resources, community character, 
education, effective government and healthy communities.  A copy of the city’s current ‘vision’ 
can be accessed through http://www.port-orange/inside/inside38.php  
 
The importance of ‘visioning’ for rural areas  also is being recognized as community 
workshops are being conducted to gain input for land use, aesthetic and transportation 
improvements in the communities of DeLeon Springs, Barberville, Pierson and Seville.  
This project is part of the ‘River of Lakes Heritage Corridor’ program that is geared to 
protect, enhance and improve the cultural and aesthetic characteristics of areas surrounding 
US highways 17 and 17-92 across West Volusia, from the Putnam to Seminole county lines.  
The corridor already has been designated a Florida Scenic Highway by the FDOT.   
 

~~ TRANSPORTATION ~~ 
Central Florida’s COMMUTER ‘SUNRAIL’ project is back on track with the state legislature’s 
recent approval of a negotiated settlement with CSX Railroad, owner of the tracks along 
which the 61-mile system will run from Poinciana (near Kissimmee) to DeLand, generally 
parallel to the Interstate 4 corridor.  Construction could begin soon on the first phase, 
connecting downtown Orlando with a station in DeBary. 
… Governments of the four impacted counties (Volusia, Seminole, Orange and Osceola) 
now must renew their pledges of continued support for the regional project that eventually 
could tie in with an upcoming high speed rail linking Orlando and Tampa.  The approval of 
federal stimulus funding for this high speed rail was announced recently. 
… The SunRail project also will likely energize urbanized, transit-oriented development plans 
(TOD) that already have been “visioned” for areas surrounding SunRail’s 17 proposed 
stations.  Working with planners from the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), 
some of the impacted Central Florida local governments already have been moving forward 
with these TOD land use concepts.  The www.SunRail.com web site includes information 
about these TOD initiatives as well as other Central Florida projects associated with the 
entire commuter rail initiative – including planned studies of potential streetcar and transit 
systems to link population centers with the SunRail stations. 
 
 

… In East Volusia, residents, businesses and community leaders are joining other East 
Coast Florida counties to rally for federal funding of an Amtrak COASTAL PASSENGER 
RAIL LINE using Florida East Coast (FEC) railroad tracks.  … continued on page 4 … 
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    … East Coast Florida Amtrak Passenger Rail Initiative … continued from page 3  
If approved, the Amtrak rail corridor would extend from Jacksonville to Stuart and add eight 
new stations along the way, including Daytona Beach.  The corridor would link with existing 
Amtrak passenger service lines going north of Jacksonville and south to Miami. 
… Local governments should know by March whether this project gains funding approval -- 
also from the federal stimulus program for nationwide rail system improvements.  Note:  
VCARD’s Executive Council recently adopted a resolution in support of this passenger rail. 

~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ 
Port Orange Vice Mayor Mary Martin has been appointed to the 2060 Florida 
Transportation Plan (FTP) Steering Committee.  This panel will guide development of the 
FTP that identifies long-range goals and objectives to address the needs of the entire state 
transportation system – for the next 50 years.  The FTP also will provide the policy framework 
for allocating the Florida Department of Transportation’s (FDOT) transportation funds. 
… This updated FTP will respond to new trends and technologies that have developed since 
the plan was last updated in 2005.  As a FTP Steering Committee member, Mary Martin 
invites VCARD / FCARD Members and local government representatives to forward her any 
insights or comments on this important long-range transportation planning process 
(mmartin@port-orange.org)  

~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ 
‘Make Your Mark in 2035’ is the theme of a February 19 transportation planning 
workshop being coordinated by Volusia County’s Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
for members of VCARD and the Surfcoast Chapter of the Florida Planning & Zoning 
Association (FPZA).  The session will be from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Deltona City Hall.  (Cost is 
$10, which includes lunch.  Call VCARD for registration information. 
… This workshop will enable attendees to participate in the MPO’s current update of 
Volusia’s long-range transportation plan (LRTP).  Aside from learning how a transportation 
system is planned and developed, FPZA and VCARD members will engage in a planning 
exercise to identify future transportation projects and expenditures.   
… MPO planners will use input from the VCARD / FPZA session in updating Volusia’s 
longrange plan – along with input provided at similar workshops the planning agency is 
conducting with other business, government and citizen groups throughout the county. 

 
~~ THE ENVIRONMENT ~~ 

The federal Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has scheduled three important Florida 
public hearings Feb. 16 – 18 on proposed new “numeric” limits on the amount of nutrient 
runoff from land use activities and utility facilities into Florida’s waterways. 
… Geared to greatly reduce the amount of nitrogen and phosphorous runoff, these new 
NUMERIC NUTRIENT STANDARDS could have a major impact on agricultural activities, 
as well as public utilities (water, wastewater and stormwater management facilities) and 
certain phases of private development. 
… Central Florida’s public hearings will be February 17, 1 – 5 p.m. and 7 – 10 p.m. at the 
Crowne Plaza Orlando Universal Hotel, 7800 Universal Boulevard, Orlando.  More 
information about the hearings (including registration) and the EPA’s draft rule / numeric 
limits can be accessed through http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/standards/rules/florida/     
                 … continued on page 5 … 
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   … numeric nutrient runoff standards … continued from page 4 …  
 

… Florida is the first state that EPA officials are forcing to follow a 1998 federal directive to 
set specific limits on the allowable nutrient runoff to waterways.  (But the state’s program 
could become an EPA model for other states to follow.)   

The EPA mandate on Florida stems from a recent negotiated agreement between EPA and 
several environmental groups. The groups had sued EPA because the agency hadn’t already 
forced Florida officials to implement the nutrient runoff limits that are geared to improve 
waterway quality and prevent unnatural growth such as algae blooms. 
… The issue is sure to stir much debate throughout the upcoming hearing process.  Local 
government, agricultural and development representatives argue that the EPA’s restrictive 
numeric limits are not based on scientific evidence; fail to consider nutrient runoff from natural 
causes; and will greatly increase costs. 
… Thanks to VCARD Members Cathy Vogel (The Catalina Group: catpg@aol.com), Charlie 
Faulkner (Faulkner & Associates: charliefaulkner@bellsouth.net), and Shailesh Patel 
(Dredging & Marine Consultants: spatel@dmces.com) who are actively monitoring this 
process and keeping VCARD informed.  They also can be contacted for more information 
and direction on this important topic.   
… Ms. Vogel  will present an update  of this EPA program – and potential impacts to Florida 
communities – at VCARD’s February 26 forum on ‘waterfront development issues’.  (See 
news item on page 6.) 

~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ 
In related regulation, officials with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(FDEP) are drafting a new statewide STORMWATER MANAGEMENT rule and applicant’s 
handbook.  The final version will be released soon and published on the agency’s web site.  
FDEP officials then will schedule a series of statewide workshops.  Input from these sessions 
will be used to update the document before it begins moving through the adoption process. 
… Among other things, the draft includes new standards for nutrient loading analysis of 
nitrogen and phosphorous in future projects (see related news item above).  FDEP 
planners also are proposing to include new requirements for ongoing certification and 
inspection of stormwater systems. 
… More information about the rule and statewide workshop dates can be accessed through 
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/wetlands/erp/rules/stormwater/index.htm    

 
 

The application fee rates for various types of permits through the St. Johns River Water 
Management District have been increased, and the revised rates go into effect on 
February 16, 2010.  Some of the adjustments – such as those for individual and conceptual 
permits – are approximately $1,000 or more. 
… Interested VCARD / FCARD members and local government representatives can access 
the revised schedule through http://www.sjrwmd.com/ruledevelopment. 
… Special thanks to Linda Geiger (CPH Engineers) and Frank Meeker (Water District 
Ombudsman) for keeping VCARD updated on these permitting changes. 
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    … VCARD ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS …  
 

Environmental planners and officials from numerous local governments and state and federal 
regulatory agencies will join private development professionals at two important upcoming 
VCARD / FCARD forums. 
 

�¿  ‘Waterfront Development Issues: A Regulatory Overview,’ will be Friday, February 
26, from 9:30 a.m. to noon in the Sunset Harbor Conference Center, 861 Ballough Road, 
Daytona Beach.  This forum is a follow-up to a program coordinated last year by Shailesh 
Patel (Dredging & Marine Consultants) that analyzed the regulatory disconnects between 
different government levels in the permitting of waterfront developments (particularly marinas 
and associated structures, such as condominiums).  Many officials from those agencies 
attended last year’s program to hear discussion of these disconnects.   
… At the February 26 program, the agencies’ officials are being invited to present overviews 
of their permitting rules and policies – as well as insights into the reasoning for the rules.  A 
dialogue afterward (between the regulators and audience participants) is intended to help 
better coordinate any discrepancies between the different authorities, as well as other 
problems areas, to help streamline the permitting of quality developments. 
… This program will also include a lunchtime presentation by Cathy Vogel (The Catalina 
Group) on the status of Florida’s working waterfront programs and adoption of the federal 
EPA’s proposed new numeric nutrient runoff standards (see page 4 news item). 
 
�¿ Florida’s Mitigation and Conservation Banking programs will be explored at another 
VCARD environmental forum on March 19 in the Halifax Plantation Clubhouse, Ormond 
Beach).  This program will educate public officials and private consultants / developers about 
the benefits of ‘banking’ for quality development and preservation of largescale environmental 
areas.  There will be featured presentations by state and federal environmental agency 
representatives – as well as private environmental professionals and representatives of 
Volusia and Flagler mitigation banks.  Special thanks to Sheri Ford Lewin (Environmental 
Resource Marketing) and Shannon Ruby Julien (Environmental Services, Inc.) for 
coordinating this forum. 

 
    … WATER SUPPLY PLANNING …  
Flagler County’s planned DESALINATION water treatment plant likely will be constructed on 
land, should planners and the impacted governments’ leaders go along with a consultant’s 
study and recommendations. The other alternative would be an off-shore ship-based facility 
that planners find to be more expensive and less efficient.  (Note:  Several potential sites 
already have been identified, one on Roberts Road north of SR100 being most preferable.) 
… Members of the “Coquina Coast” project who are developing this regional facility are 
moving forward with environmental permitting and design studies, and studies of alternative 
treatment methods for the plant to transform sea water for potable use.   
… The Coquina Coast project has the financial support of Palm Coast, Bunnell, Mount 
Dora and Leesburg as well as Flagler and St. Johns counties and the Dunes 
Community Development District.  DeLand, Flagler Beach and Marion County are non-
voting members of the consortium.   
      … continued on page 7 …  
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  … Flagler County desalination plant … continued from page 6 …  
 

This desalination plant also is being financially supported by the St. Johns River Water 
Management District whose officials have been urging local governments to resort to future 
water supply resources other than groundwater withdrawals.  This direction also helped lead 
Seminole County to propose building a facility near Sanford to draw water from the St. 
Johns River for irrigation and potable use.  Water district officials initially endorsed and even 
approved permitting for this plant, but later postponed the project after it drew strong 
objections from environmental groups.  So the facility’s future is pending findings of a current 
study to determine the plant’s impact to the St. Johns River’s water quality, levels and habitat.  
That study likely won’t be completed until next year. 
 

Increased WATER CONSERVATION requirements are being proposed by St. Johns River 
Water District officials to help decrease groundwater withdrawals.  The upgraded measures 
could force local governments to adopt stricter rules for landscaping and water reuse. 
 

Volusia’s land acquisition program also links with the county’s water supply planning and 
conservation programs.  The Water Management District recently purchased about 3,300 
rural acres in Osteen (east of Deltona) that is part of an extensive 80,000-acre wildlife 
corridor through Central Volusia.  In the past decade, county officials have been working to 
acquire tracts within the corridor for habitat preservation and also to help protect the county’s 
environmental lands and underground water resources.  They envision converting some of 
the suitable land into reservoirs for the storage of excess stormwater and river water during 
floods.  The water then could be reused for irrigation or even drinking. 

 
~~ VOLUSIA / FLAGLER REPORT ~~ 

After almost two years of review, Volusia County government’s GOPHER TORTOISE 
protection ordinance is scheduled for formal adoption by the County Council on March 4.  
The ordinance supplements a new state management plan that attempts to eliminate tortoise 
mortalities by setting standards to relocate them to suitable natural areas when they are 
found on development sites.  The Volusia ordinance enforces the new state rules on all 
development sites (including those not covered by state agencies) and provides guidelines to 
buffer construction from tortoise burrows. 
… A VCARD Committee has worked extensively with county staff to assure the ordinance is 
the most productive and efficient.  Special thanks to Shannon Julien (Environmental 
Services, Inc.); Tanya Scheff (CPH Engineers); and Ginger Sinn (Greenhorne & O’Mara) for 
their efforts with this project.  Call VCARD for a copy of the final version. 
 
Significant changes to the ORMOND BEACH land code's floodplain development and 
wetland protection standards will be considered by the City Commission on February 16.  
The purpose of the proposed changes is to align Ormond Beach's standards for development 
within floodplain areas and wetland impacts, required buffers, and mitigation with those for 
the St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD), the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP), and Volusia County.   
… The major changes include deletion of the current wetland classification system; removal 
of the percentage of wetland impact based on the classification; modifications to buffer 
requirements; and required justification for impacts to wetlands connected to waterbodies.   
        … continued on page 8 … 
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   … Ormond Beach wetlands / floodplain revisions … continued from page 7 …  
The proposed wetlands changes also include acceptance of permits from SJRWMD or FDEP 
by the city as evidence of compliance with the city's wetland protection standards, including 
mitigation and wetland management plan requirements.  The city will still review plans to 
determine if city buffer requirements are met and to determine if any impacts to 
hydrologically-connected wetlands are proposed.   
… The floodplain management and protection regulations are being aligned with the National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  They also revise the percentage of fill limitation and 
require compensating storage of stormwater.  Note:  The Ormond Planning Board did not 
accept staff’s recommendation of a 1:1.15 ratio for compensating storage (on lots larger than 
20,000 square feet.) and instead proposed a straight 1:1 compensatory storage ratio that is 
consistent with SJRWMD regulations.  The final determination will be made by the City 
Commission on Feb. 16, so interested VCARD members are advised to attend the hearing. 
… VCARD's Environmental and Ormond Beach committees have been actively involved with 
staff in analyzing these changes during the past year.  For more information, VCARD 
members should contact Shannon Julien (Environmental Services) at sjulien@esinc.cc or  
Michael Sznapstajler (Cobb Cole)  Michael.Sznapstajler@cobbcole.com. 
 

New SIGN REGULATIONS also are being adopted by Ormond Beach officials.  The 
changes are geared to assist local businesses by adding more flexibility to sign requirements 
and increasing the size, dimensions and amount of signage in certain instances.  The 
proposed changes affect standards for monument signs; I-95 interchange signage; and 
residential, commercial and planned development signage.   

~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~   ~ ~ ~ 
Changes to DAYTONA BEACH’s sign ordinance also are being discussed.  Of particular 
concern are proposed restrictions to lighted electronic message-changing signs.   
 

Daytona Beach planners continue studying alternatives for allocating future boat slips to 
waterfront property owners and developers, based on provisions within the county’s manatee 
protection plan.  To better protect manatees from boat injuries, the county plan sets a limit 
on the number of allowable boat slips for each East Volusia waterfront municipality. 
… The affected municipalities are adopting ordinances for administering their allotted slips; 
and Daytona Beach’s draft version has been drawing the most attention as city planners have 
been working on it for the past two years.  Throughout the process, a VCARD committee has 
been meeting with Daytona Beach staff to provide input on ways to fairly and efficiently 
distribute the 4,182 allowable boat slips to waterfront landowners and future developments.  
… With about 1,900 of the slips already existing or reserved “by-right”, the plan allows for 
development of about 2,300 future slips – and 665 of them are set aside for public access.   
… County government’s manatee plan imposes fees for the boat slip permits.  The fees are 
to be used for manatee protection educational and enforcement programs.  VCARD 
committee members are questioning the inclusion of additional fees within Daytona Beach’s 
plan that are earmarked to cover the costs of the program’s administration and oversight.  
 
Revisions to PORT ORANGE’s floodplain ordinance are being proposed. One key change 
will require structures within special flood hazard areas to be elevated one foot above base 
flood elevation (1’ freeboard).  The amendments have been forwarded to VCARD and 
interested members are urged to provide comments prior to the Feb. 16 City Council hearing.   
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    … Volusia  / Flagler Local Government Report … continued from page 8 …  
 

DELTONA planners soon will be distributing the final draft version of an updated land 
development code and inviting VCARD members to provide input before they begin moving 
it through the approval process in March or April.   
… VCARD’s West Volusia Committee, chaired by Mark Watts (Cobb Cole), worked 
extensively with city planners as they reviewed earlier drafts of this document.  Please advise 
VCARD if you would like to receive the updated version once it is distributed.  
 
    … IN FLAGLER COUNTY …  
FLAGLER voters won’t be deciding any time soon whether their county should be converted 
to a “charter” form of government. After a recent study by a citizens Ad Hoc Committee, 
County Commissioners voted unanimously not to pursue the matter any further.   
… Flagler currently operates a s a ‘constitutional’ government with guidelines and 
operational procedures specified by state law.  Charter governments operate more like cities 
and give citizens the right to alter their charters and revise their governments’ authorities 
through referendums.   
… Volusia County government operates under the oldest charter form of government in 
Florida.  In particular, this charter gives county government authority to control all types of 
environmental protection throughout Volusia (within cities as well as unincorporated lands). 
 
Several dozen members of VCARD and the Surfcoast Chapter Florida Planning & Zoning 
Association learned about the operations of PALM COAST’s award-winning reverse 
osmosis water treatment plant through educational tours sponsored recently by the city’s 
utilities department and CPH Engineers, the VCARD-member engineering firm that designed 
the facility.  Special thanks to Linda Geiger (CPH Engineers) and Palm Coast Utilities 
Systems Manager Jim Hogan for coordinating these tours. 
… CPH also is the designer of Flagler County’s first movie theater (since the old Picture 
Show Theater closed two years ago).  When completed within the next several months, this 
new 14-screen theater will be a highlight of Palm Coast’s Town Center. 
 
BUNNELL leaders are moving forward with land code amendments to provisions for the 
Light Industrial District (L-1) FCARD Members Mike and Art Barr (Devnet Services) and 
Sam Cline (S.E. Cline Construction) have been instrumental in providing input to city 
planners as they have worked to update these standards.   
 

 
 

The annual ‘Guide For Real Florida Gardeners’ has been published by the Association of 
Florida Native Nurseries.  The guide lists the association’s member nurseries and garden 
centers throughout Florida that specialize in native plants and wildflowers for landscaping.  
This year’s guide also includes a comprehensive “Florida Wildflowers: a planning and 
planting guide”  that features a web-site resource of the best performing wildflowers in 
Florida and tips on the maintenance of wildflowers.  Other articles explain the benefits to 
landscaping with native plants; provide advice on methods for landscaping with native plants; 
and offer assistance in identifying native plants on wooded sites prior to development.  
Call VCARD for a free copy of this native-gardening guide. 
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~~ VCARD / FCARD NEWS ~~ 
    … VCARD / FCARD Welcomes New Members …  
 

�”��The Chappell Group, Inc., an environmental consulting firm at 714 East McNab Road, 
Pompano Beach, FL  33060    Phone: 954-782-1908    FAX:  954-782-1108   Web site: 
www.thechappellgroup.com  The Chappell Group’s VCARD Representative is Tyler 
Chappell (tyler@thechappellgroup.com)  Special thanks to Rob Merrell (Cobb Cole) for 
helping to recruit this new member firm.   
�”��Livingston & Wolverton, P.A., attorneys at 20 Airport Road, Suite A, Palm Coast, FL  
32164    Phone: 386-437-5833    FAX: 866-896-5573    VCARD / FCARD Representatives 
are Jay Livingston (jay.livingston314@gmail.com) and James Wolverton 
(jtwolverton@gmail.com)  Special thanks to Clint Smith (Palm Coast Holdings) for helping to 
recruit this new member firm. 
�”��TerraBlue Environmental P.O. Box 3606, Plant City, FL 33563    Phone: 386-878-3064    
VCARD Representative is Sharon Collins (scollins@terrablueenvironmental.com)  
 
McKim & Creed has been presented an Engineering Excellence Grand Award from the 
Florida Institute of Consulting Engineers (FICE).  The firm was recognized for its work on the 
Lake Manatee water treatment plant pilot study, a seven-month study that evaluated various 
water treatment options; taste and odor improvements; and operational costs and efficiency.   
… McKim & Creed was one of six FICE grand award recipients, one of which will receive the 
Grand Conceptor Award to be announced in August. 
… McKim & Creed is a full-service engineering, surveying and planning firm with 15 offices 
throughout the Southeast – seven of them in Florida, including Daytona Beach and Palm 
Coast.  The firm has received high rankings by Public Works, Southeast Construction and 
Engineering News-Record magazines. 
 
VCARD Vice Chair Shannon Ruby Julien (Environmental Services, Inc.) has been honored 
by the Ormond Beach Chamber of Commerce with the “Leadership” award for her 
“unwavering leadership, strength of conviction and enduring contributions to (the) 
community.”  Shannon has been instrumental in representing VCARD and the development 
community on several important development topics that have been considered by Ormond 
Beach planners and elected officials during the past two years. 
 
Zev Cohen & Associates (ZCA) garnered two honors during the recent awards reception of 
the Surfcoast Chapter of the Florida Planning & Zoning Association (FPZA).  Along with the 
City of Daytona Beach and the County of Volusia, the firm received the 2009 “Outstanding 
Development” award for design and development of the Ocean Center expansion, 
completed last year.  ZCA also received the FPZA’s “Sustainability” award for design of 
Deltona’s Lyonia Environmental Center as well as the adjacent regional library expansion and 
amphitheater.  This honor was shared with the City of Deltona and Volusia County 
government who also contributed to the projects.  
… Palm Coast Holdings and the City of Palm Coast won the FPZA Chapter’s “Public / 
Private Partnership” award for the widening of historic Old Kings Road between SR100 and 
Palm Coast Parkway. 
… VCARD Director David Castagnacci received the Surfcoast Chapter’s “Focus” award. 
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Congratulations to VCARD Treasurer Ron Nowviskie who is celebrating his 40-year 
anniversary with the Root Organization.  Ron, a real estate broker, currently heads the 
company’s real estate division, Tri-Square Realty, Inc. 
… Phil Maroney, CCIM, a broker associate with Root Organization, is leading the Daytona 
Beach Area Association of Realtors, serving as president throughout 2010. 
 
Fay Sarshory (Florida Property Experts) is being awarded the “Certified International 
Property Specialist” designation (CIPS), joining a worldwide referral network of more than 
1,600 global real estate practitioners with expertise in working with international clients as 
well as immigrants.  Fay will be formally recognized by the National Association of Realtors 
during the mid-year legislative conference and trade expo in Washington, DC on May 12.   
… To earn CIPS, Realtors must complete courses on cultural differences and international 
business practices; and also prove achievement in international real estate transactions.   
 
Bobbie Jo Manning has joined Zev Cohen & Associates (ZCA), performing project 
management and business development.  Ms. Manning has worked in Florida land 
development for more than 17 years, most recently as operations director at Atlas Design 
Group, Palm Coast, and previously with ZCA.  She specializes in project quality control with 
an emphasis on operations management and design, including graphics. 
… ZCA is a multi-disciplinary consulting firm headquartered in Ormond Beach with branch 
offices in St. Augustine, Amelia Island and Edgewater.  ZCA specializes in civil engineering, 
transportation design, planning, environmental services and landscape architecture. 
 
Scott Steman, P.E., has joined the staff of Dredging & Marine Consultants, LLC, a Port 
Orange engineering firm specializing in dredging, shoreline protection, marine structures 
design, permitting and construction inspection. 
… Scott has 26 years of experience in civil engineering design and construction, specializing 
in geotechnical engineering, transportation infrastructure design and planning and 
construction management. 
… DMC’s environmental staff, Niles Cyzycki (ecologist) and Joseph Faella (aquatic 
biologist), have become certified as authorized gopher tortoise agents through the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC).  DMC provides various gopher tortoise-
related services, including permitting, surveying, trapping and burrow excavation – as well as 
marking, transporting and releasing the tortoises at recipient sites. 
 
F.Y.I. … The Florida Chamber of Commerce’s 26th annual Growth Management, Energy, 
Climate Change, and The Environment  Short Course will be February 23-25 at the 
Wyndham Orlando Resort.  Details about the program course agenda and registration can be 
accessed through www.floridanet.com or by contacting VCARD. 
 

 

DON’T MISS OUT! … VCARD’S BIENNIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT IS MAY 14  
ON THE CHAMPIONS COURSE OF LPGA INTERNATIONAL, DAYTONA BEACH.  

CALL 386 -257-4169 FOR DETAILS ABOUT PLAYER / SPONSORSHIP REGISTRATION.  
 


